
Minutes of Telephone Conference Call 

January 28, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:33 pm, EST 

 

Roll call was taken: 

 Thea Armstrong present 

 Bob Austin  present 

 Al Briseno  present 

 Sue Brooks  present 

 Jason Coker  present 

 Bob Fahning     absent 

 Gil Fuqua  present 

 Tim Jayne  present 

 Barbara Kilburn present 

 Bob Leonard  absent 

 John Palma  present 

 Dick Tilden  present 

 Richard Vaughan present 

 Ruben Verdes  present 

 Ivonne Webb  present 

 Simon White  present 

 Tom Wright  present 

 

Approval of Previous Minutes: 

 

There were two sets of minutes that were presented for adoption, from March 28, 

2015 and July 17 / 18, 2015.  Some minor changes were made to spelling and the 

name of the Bentley Touring Society was changed from Bentley Touring Group 

throughout the documents.  With these changes the motion to adopt was made by 

Tom Wright and seconded by Ivonne Webb.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Al Briseno will post the amended minutes on the Club web site. 

 

Presentation and Approval of new nominees for the Board of Directors 

 

Ruben Verdes, as chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the following slate: 

 Al Briseno  TX 

 Sue Brooks  VA 

 Bob Fahning  NY 

 Tim Jayne  PA 

 Barbara Kilburn CA 

 Tom Purcell  FL 

 Kim Spencer  BC, Canada 

 Marilyn Turner ON, Canada 

 Thom Weinhardt NJ 

 Simon White  FL  



 

President Al Briseno thanked Bob Leonard and Tom Wright for the work they had 

done while members of the Board.  He also thanked Ruben Verdes for his work on 

compiling a slate with good geographical representation. 

 

Presentation of Year End Summary Report by Bob Austin 

 

Bob went through his report at length.  He gave particular attention to explaining 

the situation with IRS and its consequences for future policy.  The final penalty is 

still in contest, but it is hoped that it will be resolved shortly. 

The RROC/RRF agreement is close to resolution.  Al Briseno will call Dick Jones to 

finalize. 

Bob Austin reported that the Orlando Annual Meet, 2015 lost some money, mainly 

due to the hotel add-on fees that were not anticipated.  He cautioned future meet 

chairs and those involved with the hotel and restaurant contracts to read the fine 

print carefully in relation to these fees which can be as much as 30%. 

Much discussion ensued about the overseas trips that Martin Mayer has planned 

and is planning.  The concern is how to promote these tours without making them 

Club endorsed.  Al Briseno will pursue this issue with Martin. 

Payments from St. James Publishing are now caught up. 

The new sign for RROC HQ should be up in April. 

Progress is being made on the IT front.  The new Forum is up and running and the 

new basic design for the Club website should roll out in February.  This includes 

upgrades in membership and vehicle registration software.  The new system will 

automatically resize to any device. 

The updates to the new Awards and Judging program are close to completion. 

The new and first annual Directory and Register will be mailed with the 

March/April Flying Lady.  Ivonne Webb recommended that a letter from the Club 

President should be included rather than just one from the Executive Director. 

Membership renewals are brisk. 

Bob Austin feels that it is time to study if we need to create/abandon/combine 

certain regions due to declining membership and inactivity in some of them.   

Bob also feels we should consider regional bank accounts and putting them all 

under the same EIN number at one bank.  Some regions have begun doing this. 

 

Status of Long Range Plan 

 

Sue Brooks stated that reports had been submitted from the October/November 

retreat from committees representing Communications, Finance, and Activities.  The 

Technical and Restoration/Use/Enjoyment committees still need to submit their 

plans for 2016, 2017, and 2018.  She said that it is now time for committee chairs to 

go through their reports to see what they said was to be accomplished in 2016 and 

to set the ball in motion for first quarter goals.  Tim Jayne will check with his 

committee to see who is writing up their report for Technical and Al Briseno will 

check with Bob Fahning for the Restoration/Use/Enjoyment committee. 

 



Review of Upcoming Meets and Tours 

 

Dick Tilden reported that all is well for the next three annual meets. – 2016, 

Asheville, NC, 2017, French Lick IN, and 2018, Lake Tahoe, CA.  There are also tours 

planned for the spring of 2016 (Missouri) and 2017 (Alabama), and a fall tour in 

Delaware in 2017. 

There is discussion of the annual meet being in Canada in 2019, although there is 

resistance from some people, and especially vendors, concerning the customs issue.  

The potential hosts for this meet know of a retired Canadian customs official who 

might be able to help us.  Dick Tilden asked that if people had specific information 

concerning past problems they should contact him in writing. 

 

Budget 2016 

 

Jason Coker felt that while a few numbers are still missing, he feels that the budget 

numbers are accurate for 2015.  Overtime payments may be reduced in 2016 with 

the new software program.  The payments for the new software program are not 

included in the 2016 budget since they will be capitalized over several years.  This is 

also true for the new HQ sign. 

Gil moved and Thea seconded the approval of the budget, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Old Business 

 

Tom Wright reported that most regions and societies have responded to a survey he 

circulated.  He will present the results soon. 

 

Al Briseno will work with Gil Fuqua, Dick Tilden, and Martin Mayer to develop a 

BOD policy for events and technical sessions not sponsored by the RROC. 

New Business 

 

At the 2016 annual meet in Asheville, President Al Briseno would like to have a 

session before the BOD meeting that is for “citizens to be heard”.  Members could 

talk about what they like about the Club or issues that they have with the Club.  Bob 

Austin will include this open forum idea in one of his emails to members before the 

meet. 

Al Briseno commented on the positive postings on the Club Forum in the new 

member section.  Richard Vaughan agreed that people seem to be going out of their 

way to be pleasant on the Forum. 

Gil Fuqua would like to have the editor of The Flying Lady reminded that his 

personal comments concerning factory press releases in Conduit in The Flying Lady 

are not appropriate for the Club’s flagship publication.  Al Briseno feels that 

someone should sit down with editor Sabu Advani to discuss this and his role as an 

employee of the Club.  Richard Vaughan stated that as Communications Chair he has 

made it clear that he will not get involved in editorial issues with The Flying Lady. 



Simon White reached out to every Rolls-Royce and Bentley Club that he could find 

around the world before the 2015 Orlando meet.  He feels that we established some 

good links with this effort and it should not go to waste.  We should not lose the 

opportunity to attract new members and spread the word about RROC that was 

begun with Simon’s efforts.  Al Briseno feels that we should institutionalize the idea 

of the Club President and the future meet chairs continuing to reach out to other 

clubs’ presidents. 

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned unanimously at 10:30 pm EST 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Susan M. Brooks 

 

 

 

  

 


